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Histories of Theories of Urbanism: Decolonizing the City 
Winter 2017, Room 402B, Architecture Building
[0.5 Credits]

Ozayr Saloojee
ozayr.saloojee@carleton.ca
Extension 6005, room 313
Office hours by appointment

With cities, it is as with dreams: everything imaginable can be dreamed, but even the most unexpected 
dream is a rebus that conceals a desire or, its reverse, a fear. Cities, like dreams, are made of desires 
and fears, even if the thread of their discourse is secret, their rules are absurd, their perspectives 
deceitful, and everything conceals something else.

Italo Calvino

Cities have always offered anonymity, variety, and conjunction, qualities best basked in by walking: one 
does not have to go into the bakery or the fortune-teller's, only to know that one might. A city always 
contains more than any inhabitant can know, and a great city always makes the unknown and the 
possible spurs to the imagination

Rebecca Solnit
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INTRODUCTION
Cities are profoundly complex things. They are organisms of drastic potential, facilitating and denying how 
we - as inhabitants of these urban amalgams, connect to others, to work, to living, to belonging, to 
knowing (or not) who we are.  Urbanism, as its most elemental definitions assert, is the “way of life” 
characteristic to cities and towns, the planning development of “cities and towns,” the particular spatial 
and morphological qualities of cities and towns.  While true, these are broad descriptors that require a 
more rigorous unpacking.  Whose “way of life,” exactly, are we speaking of?  Which decisions - and why - 
result in development and planning of a particular sort and a particular order?  What patterns - natural, 
climatic and human - impact space, form and morphology?  

This seminar will explore and challenge how we have traditionally seen and theorized the city, and in 
particular, through how the traditional theorization of the city (beyond Hausman, beyond Prost, beyond 
the Garden City and the City Beautiful, beyond Corbusier and Wright) can be de-constructed and re-
constructed (and therefore, understood anew) through the frame of post-colonial theory.  We will explore 
themes of power and the de-colonizing of power in the city and will foreground critical discussion and 
exchange based on selected weekly readings, lectures, guest lectures and films.  

The course project will require students to develop a compiled series of “White” papers. Utilizing the 
themes of the course, each student will serve as the mayor of a contemporary city and will prepare and 
present their White papers (as concise historical, urban and policy briefs) to a two-part mayoral summit 
(held in class) at the end of the semester. 

FORMAT
The course a combination of  lecture and seminar form and may include a brief lecture by the instructor or 
guest lecturer, a film and will emphasize discussions by students on assigned readings. In addition, 
students will prepare their own weekly discussion questions, and will produce a final projects that engage 
the themes of the seminar.As a result, this course expects independent intellectual effort and engagement 
on the part of students.  Readings will be issued either via CULearn or by E-mail.  Every effort will be 
made to limit or reduce the amount of physical paper used for the class.  Please be judicious when 
printing course material.

EVALUATION
• Participation + weekly discussions (including attendance) = 50% (10% per dedicated course discussion) 
• Draft outline of White paper document:10%
• In-class Presentation: 15% (10% presentation, 5% for digital file)
• Final document: 25%

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Attendance to all classes is required, and no late work will be accepted. It is the student’s responsibility to 
contact the instructor to discuss any workload issues and to be proactive in seeking a solution that 
supports the student’s progress and meets course objectives. Office hours are by appointment.

COURSE PARTICIPATION
• All readings are required readings.
• Participation is expected.
• Attendance is mandatory.
• No mobile phones in class.
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Schedule (Subject to Change)

January 09: 01 INTRODUCTIONS
L01: Urbanity, Palimpsest, Identity

January 16: 02 CONTEXT
M01: Urbanization: Directed by Gary Hustwitt
Readings
- S. Low. “The Anthropology of Cities: Imagining and Theorizing the City,” pages 
383-409.
- Intro to Postcolonialism, Postcolonial Theory + Postcolonial Literature 
- Ashcroft, Griffiths + Tiffin. Key Concepts in Postcolonial Theory: Alterity, 
Ambivalence, Frontier, Globalization, ‘Going Native,” Hybridity, Metropolis/
Metropolitan, Mimicry, Miscegenation, Modernisn and Post-Colonialism, Post-
Colonial Reading. London, Routledge, 1998.
- P. Childs and RJ Williams. An Introduction to Postcolonial Theory. New York, 
Prentice Hall, pages 1-25

January 23: 03 THEORY PRIMERS
L02: Postcolonialsm + Postcoloniality
D01: Low + Postcolonialism Reading Discussion
Readings
- D. Hindson: The Apartheid City: Construction, Decline, Reconstruction. Pages 
75-106.
- M. Aronowicz. Terra Nulla: Contesting the South African Colonial Landscape, 
Pages 1-25.

January 30: 04 RACE URBANISM
M02: Apartheid Did Not Die: Directed by John Pilger
L03: The Right to the City: Johannesburg and Cape Town
D02: Hindson and Aroniwicz Reading Discussion
Readings
- P.L. Bismarck: Power and the Aestheticization of Politics. Places Journal, 
February 2014 (6 pages)
- S. Graham. Introduction, Cities Under Siege: The New Military Urbanism. 
London: Verso, 2010, (21 pages)
- N. Rabbat, “Arab Cities and Identity Crisis” in The Arab City, Columbia Books: 
New York, 2015, pages 41-49.

February 06: 05 MEDITERRANEAN SPRINGTIMES. OR SO THEY SAID.
M03: The Square: Directed be Jehane Noujaim
L04: Protest Urbanisms: Zucotti, Gezi, Tahrir. Public Spaces and the City
D03: Bismarck + Graham Reading Discussion
Readings:
 - A. King. “Actually Existing Postcolonialisms: Colonial Urbanism and 
Architecture after the Postcolonial Turn,” in Writing the Global City. London: 
Routledge, 2016, pages 91-102.
- A. King. “Postcolonial Cities, Postcolonial Critiques,” in Writing the Global City. 
London: Routledge, 2016, pages 117-128.

February 13: 06 GUERILLA URBANISMS
L05: Protest Urbanisms: Zucotti, Gezi, Tahrir. Public Spaces and the City
D04: King Reading Discussion
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Schedule, Continued

February 20: Reading Week - No Class

February 27: No Class / Students returning from India Study Abroad

March 06: 07 L06: To Be Confirmed: Professor Pablo Salazar “Informal Urbanisms”
Discussion 5: Readings TBD

____________________________________________________________________________________

March 10-13 JAY-Z’S FOLLY: POWER AND PUBLIC SPACE IN NEW YORK [TBD]
A trip reader will be issued.

March 10: — Depart for NYC (afternoon/evening).  Arrive in NYC. Check into hotel/hostel
March 11: — 9am: Meet at the Highline Hudson Railyards Entrance (10th and West 30th) for 

Highline Walk. Break for Lunch.
1:30 pm: Meet at the WTC Memorial/Museum/Freedom Tower Tour TBD; Visit 
Zucotti Park, end at Times Square.
-Dinner on own

March 12: — -10am: Meet near Trump Tower.  Bryant Park + Central Park. 
PM:  The Metropolitan Museum of Art (Salzmann exhibit + Islamic Galleries)
-Evening on own

March 13: 08 -Check out of Hotel
-10am Meeting at Kohn Pedersen Fox (To Be Confirmed) to meet with Architects, 
Lane Rapson and Britton Chambers for a discussion on city making. 
Afternoon on own
Return flights to Ottawa
Readings:
J. Wigle. “The Greying of Green Zones: Spatial Governance and Irregular 
Settlement in Xochimilco, Mexico City. International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research.  38(2): pages 573-589

____________________________________________________________________________________

March 20: 09 L08: Professor Jill Wigle. “Mexico, urbanity and the Right to the City.”
Discussion 6: Wigle Reading

March 27: 10 Mayoral Summit 1: White Papers
NOTE: Class starts at 8:45 today

April 03: 11 Mayoral Summit 2: White Papers
NOTE: Class starts at 8:45 today
Final Class: Course Evaluations
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SEMINAR ASSIGNMENTS

01. ENGAGEMENT: PARTICIPATION AND DISCUSSION
January 23 (questions due Jan 22): 10%; January 30 (questions due Jan 29): 10%; February 6 (questions 
due Feb 5): 10%; February 13 (questions due Feb 12): 10%; March 6 (questions due March 5): 5%; 
March 20 (questions due March 19): 5%.

Engagement and participation in the class constitutes a core component of this seminar. Lectures, films 
and readings are meant to provide the seeds of discussion to be lead and directed by the active 
engagement of students. These will be evaluated on participation during the discussion as well as the 
submission (e-mailed to the instructor the evening before) of a question and observation (from each 
student) to assist in discussion.  Each of the 4 course discussion sessions are worth 10% each and each 
guest lecture discussion worth 5% each,  for a total of 50% of the course grade.
____________________________________________________________________________________

02. WHITE PAPER: DRAFT
Evaluation: 10%

In order to prepare for the final course submission, each student will submit a draft proposal for their 
policy paper (“White Paper”).  This draft will contain:
A 500-750 word executive summary of the policy brief that identifies (a)the selected city, (b) the selected 
issues or themes proposed for investigation (race, gender, economics, class, identity, planning, design 
etc), (c) critical speculation/interpretation of how these themes affect/impact the urban space of the city 
through the course lens of postcoloniality.  In addition, an annotated bibliography is required  with a 
minimum of three academic sources (1 book and 2 journal articles).  These will be evaluated on the 
evidence of thoughtful research, critical reflection and a clearly articulate summary of proposal + 
bibliographic review. In an annotated bibliography, each source in the list is followed by a brief descriptive 
and evaluative paragraph of 4-5 sentences (approx. 150 words or more), which can also include its 
relevance to your paper topic
____________________________________________________________________________________

03. MAYORAL SUMMIT: PRESENTATION
Evaluation: 15%

Each student will prepare a 10 summarized presentation of their white papers.  These will be e-mailed the 
night before each presentation (a random presentation order will be posted) as a compressed pdf file.  
These presentations should outline the essential framework of each policy brief, clearly articulating the 
themes and ideas explored. The presentation will be weighted to the verbal.
____________________________________________________________________________________

04. White PAPER: FINAL 
Evaluation: 25%

The final submission for the course will be a 3000-4000 word (not including footnotes or citations) policy 
brief on a postcolonial urbanism.  Utilizing the themes explored in the course (as well as the critical 
definitions discussion at the beginning of the semester), each policy brief is to be a well presented (cited 
and illustrated) document that clearly and critically outlines the scope of the paper, the themes discussed, 
their spatial implications as part of the urban understanding of space and place. The document is to be 
submitted, via e-mail (or dropbox link) to the instructor by April 10th. In addition, a hardcopy is to be left in 
the instructors mailbox in the Architecture Front Office by 4pm on April 10th. These will be evaluated on 
their research evidence, their development from the draft, the appropriateness of cited material and 
illustrative text, clarity, rigour and craft.
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ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term because of 
disability, pregnancy or religious obligations. Please review the above course outline carefully. Should you 
require special accommodation, please contact the course instructor during the first two weeks of classes. 
In cases where the need for accommodation develops during the term, please contact course instructor 
promptly.

Reviewing each request and arranging accommodations where necessary takes time: your cooperation is 
appreciated. Please make sure to respect the above notification timelines, particularly for in-class tests, 
mid-terms and final exams, as well as any change in due dates for assignments.

For more detailed information on the University’s academic accommodation policies students may visit 
the Equity Service website. http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation

ACCESSIBILITY
Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodation in this course must register with the Paul 
Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. 
Documented disabilities could include but are not limited to mobility/physical impairments, specific 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/psychological disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and chronic medical conditions. Registered PMC students are required to 
contact the PMC, 613-520-6608, every term to ensure that course instructor receives your Letter of 
Accommodation no later than two weeks before the date of first assignment hand-in or in-class test. If you 
only require accommodations for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodations to PMC by the deadlines published on the PMC website: http://
www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-students/dates-and-deadlines/ 

COURSE OBJECTIVES, PEDAGOGY and ASSIGNMENTS 
Students will extend their knowledge of urban theory in relation to a global (western and non-western) 
framework explored through the disciplinary focus of postcolonial theory. Through course discussions and 
and term projects, students will advance their research abilities and critical faculties. Objectives include:
1. To be introduced to ideas of urban theory through the lens of colonial and postcolonial theory
2. To query and interrogate how complex ideas of people and their relationships to power, place, politics 

and representation impact urban space. 
3. To critically consider how designers, architects, urbanists and theorists address these issues in a 

contemporary context
4. To develop and extend critical reading, reflection and discussion skills using clear and articulate 

written, visual, and verbal communication.

STUDENT CONDUCT
Please refer to http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/1011/regulations/acadregsuniv.html for specific 
information regarding Student Conduct and Academic Integrity standards. 

GRADING
For the grade in the “A” range, the instructor will have judged the student to have satisfied the stated 
objectives of the course in an outstanding to excellent manner; for the “B” range, in an above average 
manner; for the “C” range, in an average manner with C- being the lowest acceptable grade in the BAS - 
Design Core courses; for the “D” range, in the lowest acceptable manner in non-Core courses, and for 
“F”, not to have satisfied the stated objectives of the course.  Grades will be assigned as follows:
 A+ (90-100%), A (85-89%), A- (80-84%), B+ (77-79%), B (73-76%), B- (70-72%), C+ (67-69%), C 
(63-66%), C- (60-62%), D+ (57-59%), D (53-56%), D- (50-52%), F (0-49%) and ABS.
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 A grade of C- or better in each course of the BAS - Design Core is required for a student to remain in 
Good Standing. (Please refer to the Undergraduate Calendar http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/
1011/regulations/acadregsuniv2.html#2.3 for regulations concerning grades and other program 
requirement information and http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/1011/programs/
architecturalstudies.html for regulations concerning grades and other program requirement information 
specific to the Architecture program.
Each grade will be based upon a comparison (1) with other students in the course and/or (2) with 
students who have previously taken the course and/or (3) with the Instructor’s expectations relative to the 
stated objectives of the course, based on his/her experience and expertise.

ATTENDANCE
Attendance during arranged class hours is mandatory and an essential part of a student’s contract with 
the School and their instructor. It is a student’s responsibility to be informed of decisions and 
announcements made during these hours. Frequent unaccounted-for absences may result in a failing 
grade whether or not assignments have been completed.  More than one unexcused absence from this 
class may constitute grounds for a lowered grade

RETENTION OF WORK and PORTFOLIO* (http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/1011/programs/
architecturalstudies.html)
*NB: while these criteria were developed for architectural studio courses, urbanism students must also 
document their work and submit final projects for grading, archiving, and possible use by the school.

Keeping a good portfolio is a most important part of architectural education. A portfolio represents a
The School reserves the right to use the images for the following: retrospective exhibitions of work, 
accreditation, publications and references for pedagogic purposes. Original work is the property of the 
students, but the School retains the right to keep work of merit for up to two years after the date of 
submission. The School will make every effort to preserve the work in good condition, and will give 
authorship credit and take care of its proper use.  Your will be required to submit digital copies of all work 
in this course (as pdfs of your draft document, your White paper presentation and final document).

STEWARDSHIP
Architecture, urbanism and conservation are about stewardship, awareness, and thoughtful habitation. 
Please exercise consideration for the physical and social environment around you while using classroom 
spaces. It is neither reasonable nor fair to place the burden of guessing whether an item on the floor is a 
discard or a precious process-sketch upon members of the custodial staff. Respect custodial staff and 
their mandate to clean the building’s public spaces only (and not the studios). 

SECURITY AND SAFETY
First aid kits are found throughout the School. Alert the Instructor (during class hours) or call University 
Security (after hours) if an accident occurs or emergency arises.
Students are asked to take precaution when working after hours. Call the University Security (telephone 
extension 4444) if you see any suspicious activity and/or feel insecure in the studio or on campus. Identify 
the location of first aid kits, fire exits, fire alarms, and security telephones. Carleton Foot Patrol offers 
“safe-walk” services:  http://cusaonline.ca/footpatrol.

For additional information, refer to the Carleton Environmental Health and Safety website:
http://www.carleton.ca/ehs/. 

This syllabus is subject to change.
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